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INTRODUCTION
The Bible has 5 billion copies in 1,200 languages.  It was written down over hundreds of years.  Then it was reproduced by hand for thousands of years.  It is the single most influential book ever.  In Latin alone, there were 8000 manuscripts until the Vulgate came along.  Go ahead.  Google the word “bible” or “New Testament”, etc. and see the number of hits. 
Types stories:  Epic.  Literature.  History.  Apocalyptic.  Political.  Sexual.  Poems, Psalms.  Detailed history of Israel’s settlement since the beginning of mankind.    Information about end of world, commonly called the apocalyptic literature.  
This book is about how was the Bible first written down recorded, transcribed, changed, corrupted and canonized.
It is my position that concepts of a Gods and bible emerged in civilization thousands of years ago.  Will start in the region of Iraq, 4000 to 6000 years ago before the figures in the Hebrew Bible.  Will cover other Middle Eastern civilizations, not just in ancient Israel.  Concepts of spiritualism were found in agricultural societies, Mesopotamians, Egyptians, Jews, Asians, and Europeans.
IN THE BEGINNING - COSMOS, EARTH AND ARRIVAL 

AND EVOLUTION OR APPEARANCE OF LIFE

· Professor Christian’s Big History concept.  4.5 billion years ago the earth began, Eons/Eras and periods.

· The Universe

· Primordial soup

· The singularity of Big Bang theory

· Earth is 4.5 billion years old

· Formation of solar system

· How did we get from early pre-human and humans on earth to Judaism, Christianity and today
· Timeline and Origin of Life Arose 150 billion years ago
· Guess is life emerged between 3.5 and 3.85 billion years

· There was rapid microbial development.   

· Ancient microbial fossils are very rare

· Cellular life

· Plants, animals and evolution

· Dinosaurs

· Cometh Adam and Eve.  Clearly before agricultural eras.  Map of Earth.  Adam, Eve and worldwide populations
· People used to read the bible to prove the age of earth

· Homo sapiens – took millions of years.  6-7 mya

· Where, when, how modern human =

· What is a Homo?

· Homo sapiens sapiens (HSS) 200 -100 sya

· 30 year life span, 25-30 people per group, no planting

· Start – Tropical Africa – Q. Is this Mid Africa Sahara? South Africa?
· Africa = “cradle of modern human” (HSS)

· “Cradle of Humankind”

· “Crucible of human civilization”

· Well – rarely any fossils

· HSS came from homo erectus, etc.

· HSS appeared 100-200 kya
· Evolution went from 100kya to 700kya (in Africa)

· But in Europe, millions of Humans developed, but not from this – some believe HSS from Neanderthals, even though biology says no DNA is same
· L8 – Diaspora*****

· Dramatic HSS spread into SW Asia from Sahara (see map)  Across Nile? Red Sea? And to other continents.  300’ lower oceans and shelves to walk on.  Sahara went from very dry to very wet with shallow lakes.  Animals came to feed.  100kya – Sahara drive humans unmoved to shores ( diaspora.  A big pump shortly after – great ice age, so they went to SW Asia, later SE Asia, Australia.  Simple rafts, boating emerged.  

· New Guinea settled 40kya.  They could see land. 408, so they went there.
· They took rafts.  Did simple line of sight navigation

· Ice Age forced into new technologies

· Developed needle, layers, were moving north.  First needle was made of irvory used by Cro Magnon Man.
· 1st human – north and east of China 18kya

· Then Alaska, America end of Ice Age 15gyc

· Cro Magnon Man L9
· Art emerged 1st time 45 kya to 15 kya
· SE Europe was 1st place of HSS in Europe

· Did a chisel ( big for longitudinal grooves in reindeer antler.  Did scrapes, cook knives, this led to whole range of weapons and tools in antler and bone i.e. sharp spear points

· Harpoons

· Spear thrower  ** most important** eyed needle made of bone, way for cold weather clothing

· C. Mags cm seemed to live alongside decreasing Neanderthal population

· 21kya – no Neanderthal in Europe

· Huge ice sheets in North  

· Neanderthal – 1st one 100,000 years; last 40,000 years.  See him on a bus and not know.

· Big human pump of migration from Africa

· Threshold on borderline between non-human and human ( Prof. Christian)

· Four agricultural geographic zones – History played out in these zones without interaction.  Eurasia; America, Australasia and ______. (Prof Christian, PT 2); lecture ____

· Egypt, per Brier, first populated 700,000 BC

· In 70 kya, Neanderthal comes

· 3200 BC – First historical document ever – Narmor of Egypt.  Narmor palate.  A carved stone.  In a museum vertically now.

· First ancient biblical god writing – Sumeric 3500 BC, before Egypt

· World’s first written view of beginning of World – Egypt creation stories
· Figured out world by stories.  See Brier L3 - History

· First biblical-like writing about monotheism was not Hebrew Bible.  It was circa 2500 or1500 BC by Pharaoh Akhenaten in Egypt, who had changed his name and created own isolated city and lavish palace.  Name was Amentuken?  (critical see Brier History of Egypt L21)
· See Holland lecture Six

· He made Egypt monotheistic for his reign.  His new city was Armarna.
· A hymn that sounds Christian and Judaic because it is monotheistic.  Holy Spirit simultaneously with Moses?  Speaks of Akhen.  Hymn by Egyptian Pharaoh Akhenaten, who was the only revolutionary high priest in a super conservative Egypt.  He rattled many feathers in Egypt.
Hymn of the Akhenaten



Splendid you rise oh Lord



You are radiant, beauteous, mighty



Your love is great, immense



Your rays light up all faces

· Akhenaten prohibits images and idols, despite extensive Egyptian history before this.

· This is the first time ever that “God” was there in Egyptian religious practice (theology?) and available for the whole world, not just Egypt.  Not just the Egyptians in isolation.  Unknown if this was a resurrection experience (clearly) life after death for Akhenaten’s thinking.

· Around 2100 BC, there was circumcision in Egypt or at least depicted on a painting
TIMELINE

600 Million Years Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First Multi-celled organisms
20 Million Years Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First Apes

6-7 Million Years Ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  First Hominids/Hominines – 30 Types?

NOTE:  First bi-pedal creatures.  Toolmakers.  Intelligent.  Knuckle walking.  Showed creative tendencies.  Artwork.  Even some early hominids with burial customs, according to some studies.
______Y.A.




Are they human beings?

700,000




Brier’s history of humans pre-Egypt

250,000 Years ago . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First Homo Sapiens in Africa

GOD ENTERS – CREATION – ADAM – CAIN – TOWER – NOAH - PATRIARCHS

11,000 BC (13,000 ya) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clear Evidence of Humans in Americas

9,000 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Agricultural and Tribal Roots

5,000 – 3,000 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Land between the rivers. Mesopotamia &
NW Africa 

4000 Years ago - AGRICULTURE IN FOUR GEOGRAPHIC SEPARATE WORLD REGIONS DEVELOPS SIMULTANEOUSLY 

3150 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Narmer unifies Egypt

3050-2686 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..First Two Dynasties – Egypt

2686-2647 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Zoser Builds Step Pyramid

2613-2589 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Sneferu Builds First True Pyramid

2589-2566 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Great Pyramid Constructed

2181-2049 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First Intermediate Period in Egypt
2134-1782 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Middle Kingdom in Egypt
1900-1600 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ancient Israelites – Abraham and The Patriarchs

1782-1650 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Intermediate Period in Egypt
1498-1483 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hatshepsut Rules Egypt

1350-1334 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Akhenaten and the Amarna Revolution

1334-1325 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . King Tut’s (Tutankhamen) reign in Egypt
1250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bondage by Egyptians
1200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Exodus and Moses

1200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Israelites Enter land of Caanan.  200 year confederacy.  Brutal takeover and killings

When, how and where was ancient Greece

1279-1212 B.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ramses the Great in Egypt

1020 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Israelites demand a King

1000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jacob 12 Sons 12 Tribes
1000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .David/Solomen Kingships
950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monarchy -  First Temple Built
950-516 B.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The First Temple Period 

922 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Solomen dies
747-664 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nubians rule Egypt

722 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assyria takes North of Israel.  10 tribes captive
586-70 A.D. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Temple Period
516 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Temple built.  
332 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and

elsewhere
Roman Republic?

323-30 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ptolemies begin to  rule Egypt

255 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Septuagint – Ptolemy II orders it and written.  
167 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maccabean Revolt in Israel
147 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rome starts control of ancient Greece
63 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Conquest of Palestine by Romans

37-4 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Herod the Great, King of the Jews (father to


Herod Antipos)
30 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Death of Cleopatra

4 B.C.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jesus Born.  Various emperors from 4 BC to 50 AD, when St Paul gets active

4 B.C. – 39 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Herod Antipos, ruler of Galilee

NOTE:  Bart says that there was a King (Herod of the Jews) plus Emperors from 4 BC to 41 AD – Octavian Caesar Augustus; Caiphas; Tiberius; Caligula.

Q.:  What is Herodium city?  Is King Herod the Great from Herodium?
Year Zero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14-37 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tiberius

29-33 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jesus’ ministry and Crucifixion

4/3/0033 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Crucifixion

4/5/0033 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resurrection

33 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Conversion of Paul

50 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Paul (Saul of Tarsus)
50-65 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Paul writes espistles, St. Paul’s Journeys

68-100 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Testament written

NOTE:   18-36 A. D.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Caiphas, high priest in Jerusalem

37-41 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Caligula

37-101 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josephus Flavius, the historian
41-54 A.D.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Claudius

54-68 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nero

56-117 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tacitus

65-70 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark is written

66-70 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jewish Revolt – 2d Temple destroyed by Romans
69-79 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vespasian.  Nut job.  Emperor
79-81 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Titus
80-85 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gospels of Matthew and Luke written
81-96 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Domitian

90-95 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gospel of John written
98-117 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trajan

120 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gospels get author’s names attributed to


them somehow

249-251 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Decius

260 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eusebius – A historian of the few
325 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Constantine

325 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Council of Nicea

340 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eusebius dies

367 A.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39th Festal Letter of Athanasius
296-373 A.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Life of Athanasius

Athanasius was in Egypt.  Bishop of Alexandria.  Egyptian National leader.  Disavowed apocrypha that were forming among Christian sects.  Fought Emperor and Arianism.  Anything other than Christianity was false, heretical.  Jesus was both fully man and fully God.  Significant because first time that any bible was put in an approved list of books.  He said 27 New Testament books ok. He did this in 367.  Note from quote on my lap “Athanasius quote”) as follows:____________  But he was ok with some apocryphal writings although not canonized –they showed piety,  i.e. Shepherd of Hermas.  Coptic = Egyptian = Greek alphabet Is considered Semitic.  Replaced with Arabic with Islamic conquests.
  Attended Council of Nicea in 325, out of which came the Nicene Creed which reads:  

The Creed is a direct response to radical and conflicting Christian groups:  Essences, Marcionites, Gnostics.

The Roman History books that talk of Jesus and then emperor were written by: __________________
PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA – 20 BC – 54 AD

· Wrote a summary of Moses

· Hellenistic Jew.  Significant for philosophical and religious views.  Died around 45-50 A.D. when St. Paul started writing

· Contemporary of St. Paul & Jesus

· He was an observant Jew

· Tried to interpret Judaism in context of Greco-Roman culture

· Focused exclusively on Torah but aware of ______

· Described Essences

Jewish canon was well-formed before Jesus and Philo had it to use

Early canon development of Christianity 50 A.D. to 100 A.D.?

Later Christian canon heavy activity – 293 C.E. – 373 C.E., long after Philo 

JEWISH BIBLE COMES BEFORE AND AFTER JESUS
THE WRITING OF THE O.T.
What is canon?  It includes:

· Accepted writings, books and documents

· Authoritative writings

· Deuterocanonical – not good enough but good

· Apocryphal – books were written in:

· OT

· NT

· Essenes stuff – Dead Sea Scrolls

· Bible interpretations during exercise of religious rituals

The Hebrew Bible was written in Ancient Hebrew.  It underwent a complex

canonization history.  The best canonization source is _____.  Gafni kind of weak.


Professor Rendsburg in his Genesis lecture claims that Hebrew Bible was canonized beginning 4th Century BC, see p 127 of coursebook, where he says:

· 450 BC Torah (in Hebrew?) (200 years before Septuagint?)
· 250 BC Prophets

· 100-150 AD – Books of Writings (Psalms, Proverbs).  But Jesus used Psalms in 30 AD, so this is impossible unless based on pure memory.

Rendsburg emphasizes role of ancient near east in bible formation (Egypt, Canaan 

& Mesopotamia).  These areas very important to understand Genesis i.e. Abraham “born in Ur, Mesopotamia”.


Show me “Palestine” geographically.

SEPTUAGINT (LXX)
The origin of the Septuagint is about 255 BC.

It is the Hebrew Bible with a Greek face.  Greek, the overwhelmingly dominant language, becomes the language of Holy Scriptures.  It was commissioned by Ptolemy II, ruler of Greek Empire after Alex the Great.  Got 70-72 scholars of ancient Hebrew.  Were they holy leaders?  Six translators for each of the 12 tribes of Israel.

It is a holy book.  Described and used differently by Jews and Christians.

The ancient Hebrew was translated into a settled or common Greek form.  It was divinely inspired word for word.  It is purely a Greek writing.
It was later to be called the O.T. by Christians.

It looks like ______________________________.

The Septuagint books are:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
The Septuagint was used by Jesus.  It was 180 years old when used by him.

There are at least 3 versions of how and where it came to be:

a) Letter of Aristeus 70-72 priests and scholars, all Jewish, separate rooms
b) Gafni L 7 and 8 of _________________

c)


Translation not perfect.  They started to create, by agreement, different meanings of the ancient Hebrew words.  




Virgin Mary




ZDK

· Ten Commandments.  God spoke to Moses.  70 languages
· Torah – Is to be read every 7 years or 7 days?  Deut 31:9-13; Neh 8:28
· The Law covers ritual laws, dress, sacrifice, hygiene, circumcision, diet and legal items
NUTSHELL OF JEWISH HISTORY

Cherry lecture 2


Israel taken over at least six times



Egypt



Assyria



Babylon



Persia (Cyrus II)



Selucids/Syrians 198-142 B.C.



Romans 63 B.C.


History

Creation


Adam & Eve


Cain & Able

EXODUS


Holland L21


Brier L32


H Says at burning bush, God known only as Lord


Not in other gods


Several oral traditions makes bible inconsistent about Exodus


Brier says Ramses might be the Exodus Pharoah


Israelites lived in the delta, Egypt

Pharoah’s daughter married Moses

Moses in Egyphan name

Abraham (2000 B.C.)


Patriarchs (1800-1600 B.C.)


Exodus/Moses (1250 B.C.)


Humans in Israel. 90,000 ya  Happened at Qafzeh Cave in the North.  Professor Fagan has picture of a skull dated by thermoluminesce.  Not far was Mt. Carmel, Israel.  Here Neanderthals lived side by side with homo sapiens sapiens for 40,000 years.  Neanderthals were a sparse population 90,000 – 45,000 ya.  Q.  Did Caananites eat or kill Neanderthals?  At Qafzeh Cave, remains are anatomically human, some tools.

At some point, there was Syria Palestine(L20 of Holland)


Syria Palestine was scattered city – states


There, a God was BAAL means “lord” or “master”


He was dominant


He ran Syria Palestine


He was similar to Israel’s Lord or YHWH

YHWH associated with wilderness


Hasem is the Hebrew


Around Israel, there was systems of Gods, myths and rituals


Syncretism – they started to merge


“El” – the oldest ancient semitic God Baal is El’s son.  El is also a male leader or Patriarch in a family.  Screws his sisters.


This typical of divine Patriarchs


Leviathon in OT may be Baal


Jacob – 12 sons in Jehrico, Caanan – (1250-1000)


Joseph – son of Jacob.  Brier says bible accurate


Confederacy in Caanan  (200 years)


Holland, L21, says bible was references to people that had not yet existed.  L22 Israel’s National history (Holland).  He says Exodus into Caanan starts the history.  He says Joshua not Abe led them into Caanan after Moses died, says they had to assimilate Caananites.


Israelites demand King (1020 B.C.)


David, Solomen (1000 B.C.)


Saul – Holland says he applied polytheisim.  Worshipped YHWH and Baal.  Says historians don’t agree.


Monarchy splits (950 B.C.) (Israel and Judah) 

· There were two Covenants (Berit).  Abraham had one.  Moses had the other.  Jesus had the New Covenant.
· Royal Grant Covenants.  These were legal.
· Israelites also had a protection and land covenant
· Arc of Covenant dragged thru Egypt during the Exodus.  Was the safe deposit box for 10 Commandants.  Deut. 10:5
· Bible describes this golden Arc in detail.
· Q.- Is this the outdoor tent or tabernacle of the desert travelers?
· David puts Arc out there

· 1000 BCE King David and Solomon – David not worthy to build Temple so Solomon did
· 586 – Babylonians take Southern Palestine; First Temple destroyed and looted.  They took the Arc out, paraded it.  They were pagans.
· Rabbis started teaching around Second Temple Period, a sort of second canon

· 922 BCE United Monarchy becomes Northern and Southern Kingdom

· For 200 years Jews have their own temple at city of Scechem; had not stayed pure

· North is Samaria, South is Judea
· So “Jew” comes from Judea, South Kingdom

· North won

· Both worship at the huge Northern Temple.  The First Temple.  Where?
· Israel is between Assyria – Mesopotamia on one side and Egypt on the other

· South wrote the Bible, see Kings, Samuel

Almost all of the Old Testament was written by the end of the Persian Period.  This was a 200 year period which Gafni says began around 538 BC and continued until 332 BC, around the coming of the initial coming of Alexander the Great.  

It was during these 200 Persian years that canonization of the Old Testament was starting to occur rapidly.
The place of worship was at the Temple which had to be at Jerusalem, according to an O.T. interpretation.  Following the period of ouster from the Temple, Jews had to find a place to worship.  Gafni’s mentions a verse that accepts the need to worship at home, despite Bible saying otherwise.  Prohibiting giving outside Jerusalem, intermarriage, etc.  This is modernization by necessity.  (See beginning of Judaism Lecture?)  This is an example of the Bible interpretation to meet the needs.  This led to the concept of synagogue, a local congregation, developed in new tradition.  
Compare synagogue, temple and congregation.

Synagogue – place of assembly.  Cherry says arose 3d Century B.C.E.  Really _______________.  Popular in Diaspora.  Even 3d Century synagogue in Egypt was a temple in Elephantanoe, Egypt.  Synagogue became very popular after temple was destroyed in 70 A.D.
The temple was “God’s address”.

One good example of the significant differences in translations and verse assignments appears in the book of Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament.  Gafni quotes to an unknown version of Malachi, V:22-24.   See copy.

This version talks about a redemption.   It reads differently than the version of the same book in The Open Bible which has different verse numeration.  This is just one idea of the extreme variability of using a Bible in a believers’ fashion.  In other words, using the language of the Bible’s slavishly whether you are a Christian or a Jew.

The quote Malachi from Keith Weidman’s New American Bible is as follows:

“Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I enjoined upon him on Horeb (Mt. Sinai), the statutes and ordinances for all Israel.  Lo, I will send you Elijah, the prophet, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and terrible day, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the land with doom.”

“Lo, I will send you Elijah, the prophet, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and terrible day.”

This final language in the entire Old Testament is one of the portions that foretell the coming of Jesus, the Messiah.  
The Open Bible version of the same Malachi final language reads as follows:

“Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, With the statutes and judgments.  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.  And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”

The big problem with this quotation is that it cannot be found in any Chapter 3.  It is in a Chapter 4 of this particular version of the Bible.

The Hebrew Bible also addresses one of its rare references to resurrection, the Messiah, the Lord, dry bones and final grave sites as follows:


Ezekiel Chapter 37 – Vision of Dry Bones

The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones.  Ezek. 1:3 Ezek. 3:14
2.  Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry.

3.  And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”  So I answered, “O Lord God, You Know.”  {1 Sam. 2:6}

4.  Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!

5.  ‘Thus says the Lord God to these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.   Ps. 104:29,30

6.  “I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live.  Then you shall know that I am the Lord.”’”

7.  So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone.

8.  Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them.

9.  Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, Son of Man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”’”

10. So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.   Rev. 11:11 – Breath of Life
11. Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’

12. “Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.    Is. 26:19; 66:14

13. “Then you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves.

14. “I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.  Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,” says the Lord.’”   Ezek. 36:27

NOTE:
  Left behind series has empty clothing, not bones.


One must wonder whether this vision of dry bones provides the basis for the Jewish custom of secondary burial.  At the time of Christ, Jews were wrapped in clothes and/or linen strips.  One year later, their families took dry bones and moved them to an ossuary.


When Jesus died on the cross, the earth quaked and “… graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised….”  Matthew 27:52.  But this was not yet resurrection.  This took three (3) days.

There will be mass resurrection at the end of days.


Another source of end of world/Messiah is N.T. book of Revelation, which some say refers to the threat of Rome to purposes of God; some say it is a reference to ancient Babylon of 2600 years ago.  Babylon is now Iraq.  (Isaiah, Jer, Daniel).  Some say Sadam was the fall of Babylon that Revelation foretells.  See Rev 17:9;18  Isaiah 14:22 is allegedly fall of Sadam and his two sons.  
Best idea about Revelation is Bart Ehrman’s.  It is pure history of the time it was written … Nothing more or less.
BOOK OF REVELATION – WAS IT LEFT BEHIND?

One wishes that Armageddon mongrels would read Matthew, who is clear that no one, even Jesus, knows the time.

As to the end of the world, Jesus said two different things, depending on whether you read the Gospel ____________ or ____________.

In one account, no one knows when.  There is none of the gloomy images and stories of the book of Revelation, which was written by an unknown called John.  The New Testament refers to four different Johns.

The Book of Revelation was written in 96 AD and was sent to seven churches in Asia Minor.

Sorry guys, it is not a blueprint for the future.

It is also called the Apocalypse of John.  An apocalypse means “unveiling”

It is the bizarre dream of a prophet.  But in those days, it was not considered bizarre.
Since it was written, every generation thought the end of the world was coming and every one was wrong.  It’s very common with evangicals.  They do not explain why it is wrong.
Hell is Gehena.

 It must be viewed in the history of the Roman Empire.

It is clear that the Book of Revelation should be left behind.  In _________’s Gospel (L8) Jesus only says it is over soon.  We’re still waiting.  Revelation not written by Jesus.

Read:


Genesis 5:24


Eccles 12:7-8 spirit returns to God


Daniel 9:24; 12:2; 7:14


Daniel 12:12 some wake in sleep and resurrected


Enoch I, II


Enoch 1:7


Ezekial 37


Luke 1:35 “Son of God”


Matthew

10 Messianic quotes – see Gafni Lecture 15

See Chai Cherry’s messianic

This world is a hallway leading to a banquet 

Extant Outside Sources of Historical Jesus:

a) A par. In Antiquities of the Jews by Josephus

b) References to Joshua ib Mariam in the Babylonian Talmud

c) Eusebius

d) Sentences from Greco-Roman world – sentences from Roman historians Suctonius and Tacitus

e) Letter from Pliny the Younger to an emperor (110 AD)
f) Par. from Lucian of Samoa (late 2d century)

Holy Spirit, God’s energy field.  Transcendant; Transforming; Personal

Resurrection is an eschatogical event and a new creation

g) Psalm 110 v. 10 = an enthronement; not a resuscitation

EUSEBIUS (260 AD – 340 AD)

He did opening speech at Council of Nicea and wrote a church history.  It celebrated the 20th anniversary of Constatine’s reign.

Eusebius may have discussed the Septuagint.  Active in Council of Nicea.  Caesara, Palistine.
Eusebius wrote a history of the Christian Church.  One of the most significant early Christian history books.  Famous paragraph about Jesus is:
THE MOST FAMOUS EXTERNAL AND NON-RELIGIOUS SOURCE OF JESUS, JOSEPHUS SAYS:
“Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works – a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles.  He was (the) Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had fore-told these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day” p. 576 Antiquities of the Jews.  Also says he was convicted 4/3/0033 and rose 4/5/0033.  Hardest thing is to determine the exact words of Jesus before evangelists got involved.

Eusebius terms Jesus as “Gods Word” or “Son of Man”.  Book 1, Section 2.  He says “Christ of the Lord” is in Lamentations 4:20.  He says David says go to pg. 2:1-2.

Schiffman believes Jesus’ last words about forsaking him was an Aramaic Old

Testament psalm, not the Septuagint, as most believe.  The modern scholar – the Hebrew scriptures, Lecture 13.  He also says Jewish texts quoted over and over by Christians.

Even some texts from Dead Sea sect may have been an influence to Christianity.
The Church History.  Ekklesiastices – Historias or Historia Ecclesiastica. (H.E.)
ANCIENT ROMAN HISTORY PROVES THE CRADLE OF JESUS
The Time – Egypt

8 God in Mythology


What is Mythology?


One of them is later monotheistic


Sounds like Genesis

Egypt was Later Part of Roman Empire
Rome - 1000 BC to AD 476

Jesus – 300 BC to 300 AD – Classical Central Period

Jesus Time – Roman government; Greek culture

ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE GREEK BACKDROP OF CANONIZATION OF CHRISTIAN WRITINGS – HELLENISM 334 BC
Born ​​_______________

Died  _________________
See Brier History Egypt L

Dad from Macedonia

He developed a huge Greek Empire
Common Greek was spoken by many in the Near East.  If you did not speak it, you were a barbarian.  Hellenists lived Syria, Babylon, Egypt, even India.

Hellenistic culture was . . . .
“Preparacia evangelico” says Christians.  This was first couple centuries.
Diaspora literally means spreading or dispersion of Jews.  God’s role was not to render everyone Jewish when Abraham was chosen.  Jewish bible canonization affected a lot by Greek culture, Alexandria, etc.  Modern Jewish people believe otherwise (Cherry).
JESUS JUMP-STARTED


Most influential figure in the history of the Western world.  Actually . . . the world.  There are now 1.3 billion Christians in a world of 6 billion people. 

100 years after his death, the map shows Christians in every major city of the Mediterranean.  They grew from Jewish, Roman and Greek cultures.



In USA we swear in jurors.  Bible used in U.S. Senate.


Numerous different Christian groups and churches exist and they are all different.  How many?

Who was Jesus?  The only reliable and best way is to line up the sources and look for common facts in:

· The Gospels

· The Letters of St. Paul

· The history guys from the Roman history books of the times (Eusebius; Josephus; Pliny the Younger, Tacitus, Lucian and Suctonius, see S. Miller p. 346

· Archaelogy and Anthropology

Then cull the facts.  The ancient witnesses and sources do overlap.  LTJ says the common overlapping facts prove Jesus as the most influential figure in the history of the Western world.  100 after his death, the map show Christians in every major city of the Mediterranean.
· Died as King of the Jews

· Died 29-33 years old

· Was a  itinerant preacher

· Had a stirring following

· Did miracles – Raised the dead
· Healed the blind – made food

· Was a Jew – did not mix with Gentiles.  But see 1 Gospel
· Is the central symbol of Christianity

· We can’t know his psychology and feelings

· People were amazed by him

· He was very close to Abba (God in Aramaic)

· Started sentences often with Amen, a sign of power
· He ate with low lives and sinners

· He had a sense of being a prophet

· He was killed on a cross and treated as a criminal 

· He traveled, he was poor and he didn’t work.  He didn’t have one home.

· He claimed extraordinary authority and power

L.T.J. says Jewish historian Josephus and attempts to disprove Jesus – all wrong.  Holy Spirit is a transcendent force; energy force; representation of Lord that came about after a delay (Tacitus says so).  Luke is only theistic scholar I saw so far search and find quest for historical Jesus irrelevant.  Theory of dreaming it up; propping his body up; not really dying.  Both Gnostics and Mohammed see this.  That he was a man with a message of reason (L12).  Paul says some Mary, 12 Apostles and 500 people are the proofs and witnesses to resurrection martyrdom too. 


Q.:  Is a saint a holy spirit?  Some say Jesus was ghost laughing at Romans as he watched his own crucifixion.

Who was Jesus?

· Died as King of the Jews (Jews thought this to be ridiculous); cursed is a man that hangs from a tree.
Paul says Mary, 12 Apostles and 500 people are the proofs and witnesses to resurrection martyrdom too.

· Jesus died at 33 years old

· He had Apostles who disagreed.  Originally did not know who he was.  His apostles had no fixed homes for the most part

· This is probably one reason why many different gospels came about and the Apocrypha were inevitable … disagreements
· We know nothing about his childhood

· Originally, a gospel was “oral”, not literary work about Jesus

· Words, sayings and deeds of Jesus were passed from person to person, long before written down.  25 years or so later

· Around the year 70 “Evangelion” or “Good News”, began as a general message by Paul.  It was without detail.  He simply spoke and wrote about how God sent a resurrected Jesus.  
· LTJ has the grandma memory analogy.

· What happened to JFK stories over last 40 years?

· Jesus had contemporaries who did magic – Appollonius or Tyana 50 A.D. written about 218 A.D.
The New Testament has gospels.  It has letters.  It has the words of Jesus as scripture.  In the beginning, people sat in groups and talked about the words.

· Jesus Career = 1.5 – 3 years and is mostly in Galilee.  Died at young age of 33 on 4/5/0033.  N.T. missing all of his life to age 12.  Little age 12-30.

After Jesus resurrected, he was talked about.  He never wrote anything.  But there are letters to and from him in controversy.  The first 20 years was an oral tradition in small groups.  Five special books were written about him.


Jesus spoke in Aramaic.


It was only logical that the oral stories of Jesus would be written down.


Jesus wrote nothing.

In 1 Corinithians, Paul says Christ appeared to 500 people at once.  This is not in the N.T., which had not been written around 55 A.D. at Paul’s time.

He worked only in the Mediterranean, maybe Egypt.

He showed us how to pray.

Jesus had problems with some Jewish groups and aristocrats.

· Nazareth is teeny, unremarkable province in Galilee

· Rural

· Jesus not in Jerusalem until end of his life

· Jesus died 30-33 AD

· 33-65 AD.  There are oral Christian traditions but no Gospels, canon or other writings.  There could have been documents, but we never found them.

· Jesus brought good news, great words and information about after life

· Jesus had end of the world ideas

Jesus told us about hell

THE WRITING OF N.T. – THE N.T. DID NOT FALL DOWN FROM THE SKY ONE DAY IN JUNE AFTER JESUS NOR DID IT ARRIVE IN A GLAD BAG
· There were also extensive oral traditions about Jesus

· He had Apostles who disagreed.  Originally did not know who he was.  He apostles had no fixed homes for the most part
· This is probably one reason why many different gospels came about and the Apocrypha were inevitable

· We know nothing about his childhood

· Originally, a gospel was “oral”, not literary work about Jesus

· Words, sayings and deeds of Jesus were passed from person to person, long before written down.  25 years or so later

· Around the year 70 “Evangelion” or “Good News”, began as Gospels, but were oral

· A New Testament is attributed to his ministry and teachings

· Gospels are the product of post resurrection reflection about Jesus

· He had contemporaries who did magic

· Another contemporary of Jesus, Apollonius of Tyrna, was thought by disciples to be the only other divine guy

· Was a pagan, Greek philosopher.

· Was contemporary of Jesus Appolonius of Tyana..  Viewed as a sage, magician, sophist.

“Fool and Knave. Leave the original text.  Don’t change it”

There is a page of the bible.  It has those comments in the margin of Codex 

Vaticanus. 

**  TODAY – NEARLY 5400 COPIES OF NEW TESTAMENT EXISTS (written in 

Greek)  Q.  Where are they?  
The New Testament has gospels.  It has letters. It has the words of Jesus as scripture.  In the beginning, people sat in groups and talked about the words.  It has writings of Apostles – letters of Paul.  Acts written by Luke.  Letters of Tim and Titus. Bart about scroll, papyrus differences, etc. New Testament Lect 24
APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES
· Difference between apostle and disciple

· Jesus Career = 1.5 – 3 years and is mostly in Galilee.  Died at young age of 33 on 4/5/0033.  N.T. missing all of his life to age 12.  Little age 12-30.

· An apostle means “ambassador” or “emissary” in secular Greek.  In the New Testament it means missionary or “one who is sent out”.

· All Apostles of Jesus were Galilean.  They were chosen as described in Luke 6:12-16.  Mark 3:13-19.  Matt 10:2-4.  Acts 1:13.

· The Apostles are a group of twelve:

1.
Peter a/k/a Simon.  He was the leader of the Apostles chosen by Jesus.  This selection is provided the justification and basis for the Papacy or Pope.
2.
Andrew.  Peter’s older brother.  Was a witness to Jesus’ baptism.
3.
Jude.  He was son of James.

4.
James, Son of Alphaeus 

5.
James, Son of Zebedee
6.
James the Less (younger or shorter than James)
7.
Thomas.  
8.
Judas Ischariot, replaced by Matthias (brother of James).
9.
John a/k/a Boanerges, Sons of Thunder.  Q. John the Baptist?
10.
Bartholomew
11.
Matthew (Levi), tax collector
12.
Philip
13.
Simon the Zealot.  Should be an Apostle but is not.
14.
St. Paul, Saul of Tarsus, a self-appointed Apostle.  Gal 1:1; 11-12.  Mary 

Magdalen.  Hebrews 3:1 calls Jesus the Apostle and High Priest.

Christianity was always “distinctly unified and internally divided”.
After Jesus resurrected, he was talked about.  He wrote nothing.  The first 20 years was an oral tradition in small groups.  Five special books were written about him.
The four Gospels were written probably between 65 A.D. and 95 A.D.  N.T. Apocrypha written a period of over hundreds of years after that.  All initial N.T. writings done by St. Paul, 10 or 15 years before the first Gospel by Mark in 65 A.D.
Mark 65- 70 A.D.

Matthew 80- 85 A.D.

Luke 80-85 A.D.

John 90-95 A.D.

All Gospels are anonymous.  All were initially written in Greek, despite titles “Gospel according to Matthew”, etc.  Schiffman says there may have been some Aramaic versions.  Before 120 AD, when quoted in literature of that era, the authors did not name the books by Gospel author’s name because at the time, the uneditorialized books had no titles or named authors.  Each Gospel were not put in one N.T. book.  Chances are long after deaths of Paul and Luke in late 60’s, the Jesus memories had to change bibles a bit.  L8 – Jesus and Gospel, LTJ
He showed people how to get to heaven.

The Old Testament references were based almost entirely on the Septuagint, not the original Hebrew bible written in ancient Hebrew.  
A strong case is made that all titles and authors were ascribed to the New Testament Gospels much later (120 A.D. – Ehrman, Historical Jesus, Pt 7, Book pg 23, Lecture 5) by priests, scribes or biblical writing unifiers.

It would be useful to review original scrolls to review the titles and author

names in handwriting.  Only 10% of  Rome was educated enough to read, maybe write.

Jesus spoke in Aramaic.  But the Gospels were surely written by educated Greeks in

Greek.

Tradition has it that two of four gospels were written by Apostles, the other two by

those who knew the Apostles or some kind of witnesses to the words of Jesus.
As to the oral tradition of Jesus, imagine the game of telephone, often played at
parties by kids in a circle.  One child tells a story to the child next to him.  That child retells it and passes it on.  The last person in the circle has a new story.  Then imagine a wild New Testament game of telephone; except it is played over 50 years in thousands of places in numerous languages in a region of limited and slow transportation.  See map below:  Jerusalem, Ephesus, Turkey, Syria, maybe as far west as Spain.  See St. Paul’s journeys and those maps.

The watering down of the Holy word created a diversity of opinions and groups in the first few centuries especially.  Christianity was even more diverse than today.


Americans are very ignorant of the way Christianity came about and what it means.


It was only logical that the oral stories of Jesus would be written down.


Jesus wrote nothing.


What is noteworthy of the large numbers of writings that claim to be part of the Holy Bible but which books and congregations are lost to history and politics.


While it is estimated that there were about 80 writings (books, gospels, epistles), only 27 made it into the book much later called the N.T.  The writers each claimed a direct lineage to Jesus and/or were rooted in the Apostles.


When did it get the name N.T.?


Many books were forged in the name of the Apostles.


Most were written in the First and Second centuries.


Irenaeus said there were only 4 gospels in 180 A.D.


An early historian of the people who fought over the books was Eusebius of Caesarea. (260 A.D. – 340 A.D.)
Ultimately, the Gospels written 65-95 A.D. contains:

a) the words and interpretations of humans

b) references to the Septuagint as pure as it could be as translated from ancient Hebrews

ST. PAUL – BIGGEST CHRISTIAN SPREADS IT


Noteworthy is Paul’s divinely inspired self-appointment as missionary and apostle.


His journeys occurred (see maps) before any N.T. books were written . . . . A missionary pioneer taken to far-flung corners of the Mediterranean.


His finding was that Jesus no longer dead and was very much alive.


His Jewish Law and view of it as always intended as temporary (despite Christ’s not saying this)


Christian life is “new creation” 2 Cor. 5.17


He’s the star of Acts of the Apostles.


Born in Tarsus, Cilica around year 0.   Died 68 to 70 A.D.  City known for philosophy, stoics.


Traced to tribe of Benjamin


Was Roman citizen when Jews were not (probably because he sought to purify/kill Jews initially).  Bart . . . . neither Paul nor Acts says he was


Initially wanted to exterminate Christianity


Went to Asia Minor and Greece.  Started his work in Jewish synagogues, Gal. 2.7-9.


Went to large population centers in cities.  Never went to the East.

Letters or epistles were the style of the day


He had traveling companion(s)



a)  Luke


Bart N.T. Lect. L14


Probably some of the letters are not his


2d century – Corin 3 – a fraud 


1, 2 Tim & Titus Pastoral Epistles


Most say it’s not Paul’s epistle

Deutero – Pauline Epistles are:  Colossians (contested); Ephesians; 2 Thessalonians


Last 7 letters “undisputed Pauline scriptures” (other than the above)


Limited reading to those – good choice


Paul is only Pharisaic author writing before 70 A.D.  He was about 70 years old.


He learned about Christian movement when he was an adult.  He found it dangerous but we’ll never know why.


In 1 Corinithians, Paul says Christ appeared to 500 people at once.  This is not in the N.T., which had not been written around 55 A.D. at Paul’s time.
Q. Is the Teacher of Righteousness anywhere in New Testament translations?

Dead Sea Scrolls sect Peisha.  The sect interpreted the Old Testament as though it

was happening then . . . not in future.

Ultimately, Christians in Rome became dominant.


He worked only in the Mediterranean, maybe Egypt.

Christians created the term “Old Testament” because the Torah became obsolete.
So the New Testament copies and versions were written mostly in other countries, in bits and pieces and not until between 65-95 years A.D.  It was by sheer memorization by some folks with religious agenda and highly influenced by Alexandria and Hellenism.

When the Bible contents were settled in 367 A.D. they remained unchallenged in the world for 1600 years.

MECHANICS OF BIBLE WRITING
Deal with dictation.  First drafts written.  Way it was written and on what.  How it was copied.

We do not have a single original text of the New Testament.  They used papyrus sheets.  A codex sheet is a large papyrus sheet folded over to have four sides.  A scroll is rolled up papyrus.  Bart, N.T., Lect. 24.
There was no punctuation.  There were no spaces between words.  Most errors were spelling.  New Testament scribes misspelled many words.  No dictionaries, so words would differ in spelling.  No two manuscripts of 5400 are exactly the same.
Lines were left blank.  Entire pages were left out.  Paragraphs repeated.  Lines were repeated.  This subject is called textual criticism.

There were also marginal notes.  They are editorial.  They were scribes comments.  “Fool and knave, leave the old reading.  Don’t change.”  These words were written by one scribe in the margins of a later manuscript.  His predecessor changed language of the texts many years before him.  Distinguish between the way humans wrote and recorded it with the types of writings within it.  
It was done by hand often on papyrus and animal skins, even on coins.  Some on reeds.  B’s History Pt. 2 p. 63.  Papyrus could be written on both sides and sewed.  This was a codex.

Most O.T. books written on one side and rolled up.  Scrolls.  Imagine Paul trying to carry large O.T. scrolls.  Do we know he didn’t?

You can be reading along and then an entire line or words drop out.  Some one fell asleep.


At times, whole pages gone.  Paragraphs duplicated.


The writing of the documents that later became the bible was a deeply human and fallible process.


This is how scriptures were corrupted, at least in recording of it.


Scribes often memorized passages and then wrote them.


History is about how humans changed it.

a) scribes

b) church Fathers

c) Rabbis in modern period (more of published interpretational)

Let’s define a book as a document with 2 covers and writings on pages in between,

regardless of what medium it is written on.


The first time we get a single, unified Bible book is when Constantine put the Septuagint and N.T. in a Codex.  Cover was even adorned (LTJ, story p. 30, Lect. 7).  He died 337.

This was done _____.  He took 50 imperial scribes.  They produced 50 uncial codices.  How did he do this 40 years before the Festal letter of Athanasius in 367?


The O.T. appeared physically first in the New Book, followed by the N.T., which N.T. was found to sort of replace the O.T..  The Bible was now a religious object.  There were even locks and gold on the covers. 
The Bible has different styles and types of writings:
Epistles

Gospels

Sermons

Margin notes

Letters

THE 21 OR 22 NT LETTERS

There are 22 letters in NT

13 of the 22 NT letters are Paul’s

These 22 letters intended to be read out loud.  They smell and reek of the Septuagint

There are 8 letters by others in addition to Paul’s, i.e. 1 & 2 Peter (probably written

beginning 2nd century); 3 John, James (these letters came at the end of the NT, before Book of Revelation or Jude)

7/13 letters were really written by Paul NOT TITUS, 1.2 TIMOTHY

LTJ believes Paul wrote all 13 letters

Letters sent to communities in Mediterranean world

List in open Bible 1st page NT xxiv

Fakes of letters.  Maybe Corinthians, Ephesians, some say
REM – there’s no NT written or distributed in the 1st half of 1st century, so people

talking about and reading Paul’s letters were it, along with the Septuagint.  Q.  Did they read Gnostic writings.  Scholars doubt that Jesus’ words as memorized for decades equal what his teaching was.


He showed us how to pray.


One example is a comparison of the Matthew 6:9 and Luke 11:2 in which the “Our Father” prayer differs significantly as follows:


Matthew 6:9-13 says:  “Pray then in this way:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your Kingdom come.  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And do not bring us to the time of trial but rescue us from the evil one.” (New Revised Standard Version, with Apocrypha (NSRV) Metzger, Bruce Oxford Univ. Press 1989)

LTJ says the collective memory led to an addition … “For the Kingdom, the power, etc.”


L8 – Jesus and Gospels.  The addition does not appear in the earliest and best Mark (or Luke?) transcript.  Why?  Years later, after Roman saching, people continued to edit the Bible.

Luke 11:2-4 says:  He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”  He said to them, “When you pray, say:  Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.  And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

The source of the Gospels is believed to be a document called “Q” and “M” or “N” sound.  It was never found.  It contains hundreds of Jesus’ sayings.  These are sort of sound bytes of Jesus.  So does Gospel of Thomas.  They are short sayings that someone collected together.  It is believed that a witness in Jesus’ life may have written “Q”.  It is very unique in that no other New Testament writing has just pure sayings.  But things such as the apocrypha Gospel of Thomas has them.


In 1947 the Gospel of Thomas was found.  His style is much like the sayings in “Q”.  There are 114 sayings in Thomas.


In Q every saying is assigned a number such as Q1, etc.  It was written in Greek.  Read it.

Aramaic is a Semitic language like Hebrew.  Aramaic is a very simple language with very limited words.  For example, there is no word for “color”.  They just say “plant like”.  No one ever found an Aramaic bible.  The world expert on this is Dr. William Folko or Fulko.  Google


The stories about the kingdom of God in the New Testament drew on the imagery for peasant life.  Such an example is parable of the mustard seed.  Parables are paradoxical and parabolic.

There is something called biblical forensics.


National Geographic’s channel favorite experts are Marus Borg, Marvin Meyer, Jon Reed from the University of LaVerne, Larry Schiffman.
SOURCE – ISAIAH GAFNI - THEOLOGY
3 STAGES POST DEATH

With much Jewish disagreement

1) After life with personal soul 

2) Messianic Era – End of World 

3) Resurrection –  depending on portion of O.T.   Not in Torah. (KW verify)
SUMMARY OF POST DEATH STAGES
1) You die.  A soul goes on until the end of the world.  Is personal.  Soul joins others (dead) at resurrection of everyone.  Copy Gafni Booklet Section 8, merge.  Compare Prof. Cherry’s great stuff; Ezekiel 37, dry bones, supra
2) The coming of the Messiah, Son of David will be a Jew.  King David, 10th Century BCE, would have a descendent who would be the Messiah.  The sources of this New Covenant are:  Isaiah 52, 53; Jeremiah 32; Ezekiel; Daniel

Hebrew “Messiah” means anointed one.  Is an heir to David?  Jews believe the Messiah has not yet come.  Some rabbis thought they were the “Messiah”.  
3) Resurrection – Jews say it’s a group resurrection, sort of national event or communal event for a return to the nation of Israel.  Contradiction – Isn’t the soul personal?  Much rabbinic debate.  As to the  Resurrection in OT, See Isa 26:19; 52-53, Jer 32: Dan 12:2, Ezekiel 37.  Concept of sheol, or realm of the dead.  Genesis 37:35 refers to sheol.  King James version calls this “grave”.  Sheol is deep, dark place.  See, Dan. 12:2. Q. Think about docetists.  See Rendsenburg.
KEY JEWISH SECTS BEFORE AND AFTER JESUS (Gafni, LTJ)
Jesus had problems with some Jewish groups and aristocrats.

Historian Josephus Flavius wrote about 3 Jewish philosophic sects, covering last centuries BCE and into early centuries A.D.  See esp. Professors Schiffman, Ehrman and Johnson.  See, People and Places of Bible, Metzger.
1) Sadducees – grouped around aristocracy.  Focus was doing rituals in the temple.
Based in the temple

 Purity required by Torah
Wiped out after temple destruction  

Comment:  Jesus critical of Sadducees:   

· no after life a resurrection
· a god that is totally uninvolved in our world

· no free will, fate

· all is ordered and determined by God.  It is rigid.

· like Greek Epicureans – epicos – Epicurians had a bad name with most philosophers and persons.
· Not popular like Pharisees

KW – computer search of how Jesus refers to Sadducees
Metzger, p. 88, says Ecclesiasticuss is basis of Sadducee formation 

2)  Pharisees
· most popular in the temple and among lower classes
· the soul survives death, there is resurrection

· there is an active God 
· the reward for good conduct is a future life

· current Rabbis always agree with Pharisees

· Jesus attacked Pharisees more than Saducces because Pharisees were wrong about how to save the soul

· resurrection occurs

· like Jesus believed
· we must choose between good and evil

· free will

· Talmud rabbis said that the Angel of Conception comes in semen during fertilization.  Angel asks what’s the nature of person to be (smart, rich).  Angel asks if it will be an evil or good person – one chooses freely

The google definitions are:
Problem:  Theodicy – Book of Job

Answer:  A bad God and a good God

Jesus spoke of a bad God and an evil force

3)  Essenes 

· Some Essenes were of Dead Sea Scrolls sect.  They lived in Qumran, near the Dead Sea.  Jerusalem not far away, ____miles.  Readings give a sense of arrogance and elitism.  They were in Jerusalem at some time.
· Had many different bible interpretations and leader called “Teacher of Righteousness”.  Used “son” type NT terms – “Son of Light”.
· They felt they had a duty to separate themselves from Greeks and Romans.  Monks separated themselves from the world.  They lived life at Qumran.  They lived off flowing springs in the desert
· Ritualistic – sticklers – intolerant of unclean practices
· no free will; total pre-determination
· Essenes also read the whole TNK or Tanak or Hebrew Bible.  They created their own Apocrypha.  They regarded only themselves as real Jews

· Philo wrote about Essenes

· There was some kind of line of communication between Essenes and Jews in Jerusalem.  900 writings found in the desert ruins of Qumrun, not far from Scrolls.  Most of them on parchment, not papyrus.  Only 20% papyrus.  Papyrus is  organic.  The scrolls were in bad shape, p. 7.  Broken up in 15,000 pieces.  Brittle.

Israel worked on Dead Sea Scrolls for 40 years.  Some say there were ink wells and scriptorium tables at Qumran.  Say much writing was done.  The communal meals substituted for temple sacrifices.  According to Josephus, the Essenes are Jewish monks who assembled and hid the scrolls in caves.  There is no proof that the Essenes in Jersusalem also splintered ones to Qumran.  
The Temple Scroll is 14 feet long.  Has stuff relating to Moses instructions.  The sect had communal rooms.  They ate together and shared ritual meals, shared property.  78,000 square feet, 10 pools found at Qumrum.  Rainwater was channeled there for spiritual purification.  Spring H20? 
There is an intriguing copper scroll.  A weak argument by Mr. Feather ties in the idea of Akhtenaken somehow with the Scrolls.  It was engraved on copper.  It was translated.  The Scroll tells where large amounts of silver and gold were hidden might be second temple treasures.  Feather says might be Akhtenaken’s.  
Major characters in OT lived or fled from Egypt 18th Dynasty 1350 BC.  As to Jesus, some believe the Essenes went from the temple in Jersusalem after disagreeing with priests who were corrupt from the Roman takeover, 40 years before Jesus.  They scorned corruption in temples.  The argument is whether this is a Jewish splinter group.  A Qumran priest blessed a cup that all drank from at communal ritual.  (Robert Feather, The Secret Initiation of Jesus at Qumran, C4 Book.)
· around the year 1000 A.D. was Moses Maimonides – he said once the body rises at resurrection. – was severely criticized by Jews for this

JEWS AFTER JESUS AND GENTILES
Ebionites (Ehrman)
· Zealots – believed in a military revolt and restoring the Jewish Kingship.  Their beliefs generated a huge amount of literature and activity
· Nazareth is teeny, unremarkable province in Galilee

· Rural

· Jesus not in Jerusalem until end of his life

· Jesus died 30-33 AD

· 33-65 AD.  There are oral Christian traditions but no Gospels, canon or other writings.  There could have been documents, but we never found them.
Marcionites
Gnostics

Docetists – Jesus not human

Proto Orthodox

Apostolic Fathers (Patristic)

Israel/Middle East

China and India
· So, when it became a book?  1 book

· CF to 5000 ya – Mesopotamia/Africa per Dr. Chistian
· 3000 BC Brier 1st Narmor -  Egypt written dod

WORDS RELATING TO “BIBLE”:
· Holy books

· Ta biblia

· New Testament
· Old Testament
· Hebrew Bible

· Torah

· Tanak

AFTER A found in Milan 1740, written in ungrammatical Latin
· Years:  332 BC Egypt invaded: Nubians, Assyrians, Babylonians, and Persians
· Then – last foreign rulers of Egypt – Greeks and A.O.G.

· Greeks by Alexander the Great.  Persians become history

· There is no State of “Greece” a time of Alexander the Great (AOG). Just before him, there were city states, including Macedonia

· Age 20, AOG takes over Macedonia

· Post Christ, many Christian concepts and customs go into Egypt and are still there. 

· AOG got marked as Pharaoh is Siwa Oasis, No. Egypt and creates the city of Alexandria
ISLAM
Dictation of Quran to Mohammed was Arabic language so only Arabs know God and the bible.  Other languages not good enough Implications?

635 C.E. Mohammed went to Jerusalem by traveling on a horse, inspired by God.  Was taken to the temple mount.  Quran 17:1

MISCELLANEOUS
Professor Dave Christian DC founder world HX web:  http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/dev/default.htm
BIG H6 THERE ARE 8 TIMELINES IN 4 PARTS COPY ALL

· Language was Aramaic (Hebrew and Greek mix). Why?

· Long before 70 AD, Greek was the language

· Q.- When do Roman’s take over and how much Latin is there?

· Q.- St. Jerome and Vulgate

Face of God – only place in bible is a wild story in Ephesians

New Testament concept of a Hell:  Mt 13 v. 47; 25 v. 41

Jews – 1st Century – Did they outlaw Christians in Temples, see BOQUET

The Catholic Mass – Break it down to sources – Our Father, etc.
Jesus told us about hell
CONCLUSIONS

SIMILARITIES – CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM

· Both are monotheistic and involve interpretations of death, resurrection, afterlife, hell, angels, a Messiah.  (N.T.:  Book of Daniel; Ezekiel 37’s dry bones)  

· Both were small groups initially and developed in thousands of years to be the present major religions.

· Both had intellectuals and philosophers who emerged, were killed and who tweaked the meaning of texts over thousands of years.

· Both had significant reform movements.  Those movements continue to date.

· Both had and have major dividing issues and geographic areas, i.e. Middle East.

· Both have “books” or readings that started for the first time as mostly being read aloud to groups of people, long before they were written down.  Have a long history of determining, debating and forming their canons.  Both bibles were later made into books with covers.

· Both have traditions not based in the pure oral biblical language but developed by people over centuries.

· Both involve the most published book in the world.

· Both fought against governments, monarchs and empires.  They also had their ____ government, leaders and kings.
· Christians use Jewish books but Jews largely do not use Christian books.

· Each interprets the creation story and Old Testament differently in many key ways.

· Both have Apocrypha, less accepted books and disfavored writings

· Both suffer archaeology’s lack of proofs.  Judaism more than Christianity.

· Both can be traced on ancient Palestine maps.

· Both had original human founders, Apostles, disciples and followers.

· Both will never be totally figured out.

· Both mean the same thing through symbols.

NOTE:
   Ancients okay with contradictions.


When were the Jewish and Christian Bibles written.  What was the intent of each author.

CONSTANTINE (274 – 337 A.D.)

Hundreds of years after Alexander came Emperor Constantine.  He was a Roman Empire leader.  He formed “Alia Capitalina” – new gentile name for Jerusalem.  See, Constantine notes for Dr. Fagan, BS.
a. Constantine the Great (274? – 337)  became Roman Emperor ____.  He beat Mexentius at the Milvian Bridge.  He had a religious conversion experience.

b. 313 A.D. Edict of Milan

c. 316 A.D. Tried to settle the Donatist dispute in No. Africa.  Lost.
d. 325 A.D. Council of Nicea.  70 theologians were to settle disputes with Arianis compare LXX.  Said Jesus not fully divine.  Fagan said there were 300 Bishops mostly from East.
e. In 330 A.D. he created a second capital at Greek Byzantiun and renamed it Constantinople

f. He also financed and published 4 codices of the bible in Greek.  He made the whole political order Christian.  NOTE:  Paschal Lettter of Athanasius 367.  At Nicea times, Arianism said Jesus 50% human, 50% divine, Nicene or Apostles Creed is created.

g. In 395 when East and West Roman empire was divided by Constantine’s successor

Before Constantine, Christianity was nothing.  Pagans were offered

religion, had shrines; Emperor followed official religion.  Christians were killed.  Exact flip when Constantine took over

N.T. came from small sect of Jesus’ followers in Palestine

Books written entirely in Greek 
Jesus used Septuagint, not original Hebrew O.T.

How did we get the Septuagint – Ptolemy II

There would be no Virgin Mary if original Christians read the OT in Hebrew.  The Hebrew word does not mean “virgin”.

Isaiah 7:14 – Isaiah predicts a young maiden, an “almah”, not a young virgin, which would be “parhenos” in Greek.

· Year 180 AD is the earliest Christian archaeological artifact

· No proof of Moses

· The proof of Christianity is entirely literal, says Schiffman.  No archaeological proof

· See Apostolic fathers and letters of Clement I. Also Josephus Flavius

· Crucifixion – manner of death most shameful in antiquity

· Deut 21:23 – says anyone hanging on a tree is cursed

· When the great world savior was convicted and hung, this created dissonance in early Christians

JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY– BASIC HISTORY OF PROVEN EVENTS AND HOW THEIR BIBLES WERE WRITTEN

OR

THE BIBLE GETS ITS COVER
GOD’S HISTORY - JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY

GOD IS THERE –THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE ULTIMATE ONE, RELIGIOUS HISTORY & THEOLOGY 

GOD, HOLY SPIRIT AND THE ULTIMATE ONE THROUGHOUT HISTORY – ALL RELIGIONS AS ONE  BIG SYMBOL OF AN ULTIMATE POWER

HISTORY OF THE EARTH, THE RISE OF MANKIND AND HUMANS WITH GOD, ISRAELITES, JESUS AND THE BIBLES IN MIND
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